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The Interparliamentary Conference at 
St. Louis. 

The Conference of the Interparliamentary Union 
at St. Louis on the 12th, 13th and 14th of September 
was, in some of its aspects, the most significant peace 
event which has occurred since the meeting of the 
Hague Conference in 1899. 

This Union, which was organized only fifteen years 
ago, at the time of the Paris Exposition of 1889, has 
grown beyond all expectation, and now has a member- 
ship of over two thousand, as we learn from its gen- 
eral secretary, Dr. Albert Gobat of Berne. That 
two thousand members and (a few) ex-members of 
the national legislatures of the civilized world should 
have associated themselves together for the sole pur- 
pose of promoting pacific relations and pacific methods 
of adjusting disputes among the nations is a fact the 
full import of which it is not easy to grasp. Such 
an association of two thousand sensible men of any 
kind would mean much. That these men are all 
statesmen, recognized in their several countries as 
competent to exercise the highest legislative functions, 
gives their Union a unique significance, and assures 
us that statesmanship has at last begun to under- 
stand its true mission and to realize its highest aims. 

That this body of peace-making legislators should 
be in this country as the guests of our government, 
conducted about in two palatial trains and entertained 
in a munificent way wholly at the expense of the 



government, seems a very natural and simple thing. 
But when before in human history did the national 
parliament of a first-class power vote as considerable 
a sum as fifty thousand dollars to provide entertain- 
ment for a body of unofficial visitors, whose whole 
business was that of laying the foundations of peace 
between the nations ? 

These are the considerations which give this meet- 
ing at St. Louis its extraordinary significance. The 
cause of peace has at last become the affair not of 
private individuals and peace societies only, but of the 
governments themselves and the national parliaments 
also. The prophecy of the distinguished French 
peacemaker a generation ago, that peace which was 
then walking neglected in humble attire in the streets 
would some day ride in state in the chariots of kings, 
is already being fulfilled. 

It was an impressive spectacle when the Confer- 
ence met for its opening session in the Festival Hall 
of the great Exposition. A large audience had 
gathered to witness the proceedings. Dr. Albert 
Gobat, the general secretary of the Union, arose and 
in a few simple words proposed for president of the 
Conference Hon. Richard Bartholdt, member of Con- 
gress from Missouri, on whose initiative the Arbitra- 
tion Group of the United States Congress had been 
formed, and through whose sagacious and persistent 
efforts the meeting of the Conference in this country 
under the auspices of the government had been made 
possible. 

After Mr. Bartholdt's brief address of welcome, in 
which a very high note was struck, Hon. Francis B. 
Loomis, First Assistant Secretary of State, welcomed 
the delegates in behalf of the government, in a very 
able speech, which we are glad to give our readers in 
this issue. After Mr. David R. Francis, president of 
the Exposition management, had extended a welcome 
in a graceful speech, on behalf of the managers, re- 
sponses were made by a representative of each of the 
fourteen foreign countries participating in the Con- 
ference. Though these men used different tongues, 
they all spoke the same language. Much of the 
speaking was of a very high order and voiced the 
warm and growing interest in all parts of the civil- 
ized world in the pacific settlement of disputes and 
the maintenance of friendship and peace among the 
nations. The unity and community of interests of 
the nations was strongly emphasized. Mr. Tydeman 
of the Netherlands voiced the spirit of the Confer- 
ence and aroused great enthusiasm when he declared 



